
Introduction

This week, OSU’s Drackett Tower was filled with 69 of Ohio’s brightest students, all

seeking to enrich their learning experiences through seminars and workshops.  These gifted

individuals from all regions of the state were selected to participate in the 2007 Martin W. Essex

School for the Gifted.

After experiencing a compelling psychological seminar, twelve of the students hurriedly

lined up to join the Scientific Psychological Survey Project.  These students’ goals were to

discover the unique traits of Essex students through their social lives and political views.

After spending countless hours developing survey questionnaires and sifting through the

resulting data, we found certain correlations between the answers of our fellow peers.  Though

we are certainly a diverse population, there are a myriad of psychological connections that unify

us as one group of rising seniors.  As the reader continues throughout the survey, they will

discover the threads that tie our developing minds and viewpoints together as one.

Methods

We began our quest for the ultimate truth on Monday evening.  Sundown.  Year of our

Lord 2007.  An eager group of novice psychologists reported to the “Scientific Psychologist”

seminar conducted by Sir Michael Nelson and David Mullins.  The 34 Essex students who

selected the seminar first participated in a discussion of the ethical implications of conducting

studies with human participants; we eventually considered the implications in our own study.

After also reviewing the scientific method, a lucky, and pushy, group of twelve elbowed their

way to the front to sign up for an opportunity to partake in a weekly psychological study.

The following day, the group reconvened and under the guidance of our advisors, we

chose to conduct a survey—the most efficient means of collecting information consider the time
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limits.  Following an active brainstorming session, we developed a questionnaire to distribute to

our fellow Essexers.  Once the surveys were distributed, completed, and collected, we inputted

the data which was analyzed by statistical software.  It should be noted that only 54 of the 69

surveys distributed (78%) were collected and analyzed.

With the statistical information—correlations, means, and standard deviations—we

proceeded to draw conclusions and develop a concrete focus for this report.  Some limitations of

this study include the lack of field-testing and possible ambiguity of some questions.

Results

After the completion of the surveys by Essex students and the collection of these surveys,

the Scientific Psychologist team was able to compile and analyze the data.  These data reflect the

character of the Essexers.  Beneath the intellectual façade, a unique personality emerges.

Gifted students come to Essex from a variety of areas.  As shown in Figure A, 9% of

Essexers come from urban homes, while 44% come from suburbs and 46% from rural areas.

Figure A:  Which best describes your hometown/city?

Urban
9%

Rural
47%

Suburban
44%

Surprisingly, the brightest students have difficulty finding light switches.  52% of males

and 85% of females reported this problem.  Also, it is safe to say few Essexers will be safe-

crackers, as 50% of males and 85% of females reported difficulties tackling their rooms’ locks.
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Do not count on their memories either, as 19% of males and 48% of females reported forgetting

an essential item.  Apparently, “gifted” does not necessarily equal practicality.

On another note, Essexers report leading a more active social life than stereotypically

expected.  Ironically, one of the most interesting results relating to their social lives was romantic

relationships.  As shown by Figure B, 83% of Essexers reported having conducted a serious

relationship or just dated.

Figure B:
Which of the following best describes the extent of 

your experience with romantic relationships?

Just Dating
44%

Flirting
11%

None
6%

Serious 
Relationship

39%

Comparing males and females, a majority of the former reported involvement in dating

and a majority of the latter reported involvement in a serious relationship, as shown in Figure C

on the following page.
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Figure C:  Percentage of Males and Females by Romantic Experience
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Another critical facet of the survey covered the results of the Holland Career Codes that

each student received as part of a self-assessment during the Career Development session on

Monday night.  89% of the surveyed Essexers reported having the Investigative trait, while other

traits were also common among students (see Figure D).

Figure D:  Percentage of students identified for each Holland 
Code Trait
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We were also very interested in the political opinions of our peers as the 2008 U.S.

Presidential Election quickly approaches.  If the students of the Martin W. Essex School were to

represent the American voters in the upcoming election, they would elect Barack Obama with a

plurality of 43%, while 11% would vote for John Edwards, 6% for Mitt Romney, 9% vote for

Rudy Giuliani, 9% for Hillary Clinton, while 20% would not vote for any of these candidates.

Of the Essex voters, the plurality (39%) describe themselves as “middle-of-the-road” in

their political views.  These views are depicted in Figure E.

Figure E:  Which of the following best describes your 
political views?

Liberal
35%

Middle of the 
Road
39%

Conservative
24%

Apathetic
2%

We also asked Essexers to use a five-point scale (Stongly Agree=5; Agree=4; Neither

Agree nor Disagree=3; Disagree=2; Strongly Disagree=1) to rate their agreement with various

statements about specific political issues.  Students from rural areas had significantly more

conservative political views on several issues compared to students from urban areas (with

significant p levels ranging from 0.02 to 0.04) as seen in Figure F on the following page.

Students from suburban areas showed no significant difference in their views.
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Figure F: Mean Ratings of Political Items by Urban and Rural Students

Rating Item Mean Rating of
Rural Students

Mean Rating of
Urban Students

Mean
Difference

My views are generally
conservative with respect to
social issues.

2.88 1.40 1.48

I am satisfied with the current
U.S. presidential administration.

2.24 1.00 1.24

My views are generally
conservative with respect to
economic issues.

3.33 2.00 1.33

I support the U.S.-led war in Iraq. 2.68 1.20 1.48

The economic level of the student’s family also relates to the student’s preferred

candidate.  We asked the students to rate their economic level on a five-point scale ranging from

Lower to Middle to Higher.  Mitt Romney was most popular with those reporting their families

were in higher economic levels.  Hillary Clinton was the only candidate who appealed mostly to

students of families with lower incomes.  Only Rudy Giuliani received support from all three

economic levels.

Several questions were raised regarding the influence of parents’ political views on their

children.  Of students reporting themselves as “Conservative,” everyone shared the political

views of either their father or mother.  As can be seen in Figure G on the next page, 89% of

Essexers reporting themselves as “Liberal” share parental views while 11% have rejected the

influence of their parents.
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Figure G:  Liberal students who share their parents' political 
views

Do Share
89%

Don't Share
11%

We also questioned our peers about the strength of their religious faith and found the

following positively correlated with having a strong faith:

• Being satisfied with high school (R=0.33, p=0.015);

• Being socially conservative (R=0.68, p<0.0001);

• Being environmentally conservative (R=0.49, p=0.0002);

• Being economically conservative (R=0.31, p=0.02);

• Being satisfied with the current presidential administration (R=0.43, p=0.001); and

• Supporting the U.S.-led war in Iraq (R=0.48, p=0.0002).

Though these data in mere numbers cannot truly represent the minds of the Essexers, it

brings us a step closer to understanding these unique individuals.

Conclusions

The data gathered with this survey allow for many conclusions to be drawn, many of

which confirm or reject our original hypotheses.  Caution, however, is required in the

interpretation and application of these data, due to the small size of the Essex School student
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sample, the many surveys that were never returned, the lack of a field test for the instrument, and

numerous other factors.  With these considerations, several conclusions were reached.

It was found that, if the Essex School were choosing a president from among the current

frontrunners in the two major political parties, then Barack Obama would win a plurality of votes

due to support from self-identified liberal and middle-of-the-road students.  Another factor

contributing to Obama’s victory was general dissatisfaction with the candidates running for the

Republican ticket.  We believe that the high positive correlations between supporting the current

president and having conservative political opinions is the result of the president’s strong

conservative leanings.  We also found that students with conservative views were more likely to

share the views of their parents, which may also have contributed to their support for the current

president.

The more liberal views of urban students apparently confirm the expectation of the more

liberal nature of urban residents’ political beliefs.  The more conservative beliefs of rural

students are likely due to the conservative nature of those areas.  The generally affluent nature of

Mitt Romney’s supporters is most likely due to the inference that conservatives are on average

wealthier than liberals; the less affluent nature of Hillary Clinton’s supporters is most likely due

to the inverse being true.  It is worth noting that Rudy Giuliani’s supporters are the most diverse

in terms of economic well-being, while front-runner Barack Obama has highly middle class

backing.

The fact that a greater percentage of females than males registered in the Career

Development assessment as Artistic and Social individuals to some degree confirms stereotypes

of women being more artistic and social.  On the other hand, the fact that a greater percentage of

men than women registered as Realistic to some degree confirms a stereotype of men being more
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likely to enter hands-on mechanical jobs.  The other types showed even probability between men

and women.

The fact that females were more likely than males to forget essential items is perhaps due,

as some female members of the survey team suggested, to females simply needing more items.

It is also possible that some males were reluctant to admit forgetting an item.

Many Essex students experienced difficulties with the locks to their dorm rooms and

trouble finding the bathroom light switch.  Interestingly, 85% of females reported lock trouble,

while only 50% of males reported lock trouble; 85% of females reported trouble with lights,

while 52% reported the same.  Possibly males were more reluctant to admit lock and light

trouble than females.  Alternately, as demonstrated by the Career Development assessment,

females generally had less mechanical aptitude than males (as listed under the Realistic

category).

About three-fourths of Essex students preferred fiction over non-fiction.  91% of females

preferred fiction while 57% of males felt the same way.  This could possibly be related to the

higher number of female Artistic personality types when compared to the greater number of male

Realistics.

We also analyzed the survey participants’ responses to the seriousness of their romantic

relationships by their gender.  A higher number of females considered themselves in a

relationship compared to the number of males who said the same.  Either the females actually are

in more serious relationships in general, or else females consider relationships to be more serious

than their male counterparts do.

When asked whether they valued intellect above physical appearance, the overwhelming

majority of both males and females agreed that they did, but to varying degrees.  There were a
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few outliers among the male population who strongly disagreed with the statement and thus

dragged down the mean rating of males for this item.  Females could just be more focused on

physical appearance than males are.

Interesting results were obtained by analyzing the relationship between Essex students’

stereotypes (as they reported their peers perceive them) and their romantic experiences.  The

majority of Essex students in all stereotypes have been involved in a relationship.  Despite

assumptions to the contrary, those who are generally considered “nerds” claim to have been

involved in more serious and casual dating situations than any other social group, perhaps

because the modern “nerd” no longer possesses the isolationist tendencies of the past and have

gained some charm (although they probably maintain some socially awkward characteristics).

Alternatively, the so-called nerds may have inflated their relationships on the survey and in their

minds.

We also decided to determine the honesty of Essex students without asking outright

whether they considered themselves honest.  This was done by providing a word (“talphability”)

that doesn’t exist and asking whether the respondent knew the definition of the word.  100% of

the survey participants responded that they did not know the meaning of the word.  This result

indicates that, while they display academic, extracurricular, and social excellence, they

understand the limitations of their abilities and could not lie (even anonymously) to boost their

self-admiration.


